
A Time of Prayer Together: Winter 2021 - GOD’S LOVE AND LIGHT ENDURES

Opening Words 

This is the day that the Lord has made. 
We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

Prayer 

Loving God, we have come to worship you. 
Help us to remember that you are here with us. 
May we pray to you in faith, 
sing your praise with gratitude, 
and listen to your word with eagerness; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The words of a hymn (by Charles Wesley) 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 
Christ, the true, the only Light, 
Sun of Righteousness, arise, 
triumph o’er the shades of night; 
Day-spring from on high, be near; 
Day-star, in my heart appear. 
 

Visit then this soul of mine; 
pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
fill me, radiancy divine; 
scatter all my unbelief; 
more and more thyself display, 
shining to the perfect day. 
 

A Bible reading (or two), and we listen to 
God’s word in our hearts… 

See the list of Bible passages over the page.   

 

Collect (or alternative prayers over the page) 

God our Father, 
whose Word has come among us: 
may the light of faith, kindled in our hearts, 
shine in our words and deeds; 
through him who is Christ the Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

We bring our prayers to God 

Pray in your own words, or pray for… 

Those suffering through illness, loneliness, 
isolation, depression, anxiety or dementia; 

Our NHS, emergency services, care homes, and all 
who work or volunteer to serve our communities; 

God’s church, as we minister to those in need and 
share the love and hope of Jesus Christ;  

For the safe roll-out of the vaccine, and for a 
reduction in rates of infection; 

Those who are bereaved or missing loved ones;  

The homeless, and those for whom these winter 
months will be especially cruel; 

Refugees, asylum seekers, and those living in 
poverty, famine and war around the world. 

The leaders of the world and our government; 

Schools, parents, and teachers and all who work in 
education, and the protection of all our children; 

All who are unemployed or in financial hardship;  

Pray for the natural world, and all God’s creation; 

Give thanks for all who work to provide our food 
and essentials, in farms, factories, transport, shops. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory  
are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The words of a hymn (B. Brown & K. Riley) 
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord, 

we will wait upon the Lord, 

we will wait upon the Lord… (repeat as necessary) 
 

Our God, you reign forever. 

Our hope, our strong deliverer. 
 

You are the everlasting God,  

the everlasting God. 

You do not faint, you won’t grow weary. 

You’re the defender of the weak, 

you comfort those in need; 

you lift us up on wings like eagles. 
 

Closing Words – The Song of Simeon: 
Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: 
your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation which you 
have prepared in the sight of every people; 
A light to reveal you to the nations 
and the glory of your people Israel. 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever.  Amen. 



Suggested Bible Readings: 
 

From the Lectionary: (These will be read by 
Christians of many churches around the world…) 
 
Sunday 17th January (2nd after Epiphany) 
 

• John chapter 1: verses 43-51 

• Psalm 139 

• 1 Samuel chapter 3 

 
Sunday 24th January (Christian Unity) 

 

• Mark chapter 1: verses 14-20 

• Psalm 62 

• Jonah chapter 3 

 
Sunday 31st January 

 

• Mark chapter 1: verses 21-28 

• Psalm 111 

• Deuteronomy 18: 15-20 

 
Candlemas, Tuesday 2nd February 
 

• Luke chapter 2: verses 22-38 

 
Sunday 7th February 

 

• Mark chapter 1: 29-39 

• Psalm 147 

• Isaiah 40: 21-31 

 
Sunday 14th February (Sunday before Lent) 

 

• Mark 9: 2-9 (the Transfiguration) 
• Psalm 50 

• 2 Corinthians chapter 4: verses 1-10 

 
Ash Wednesday, 17th February 

 

• Matthew chapter 6: 1-6, and 16-21 

• Psalm 51 

• Isaiah 58: 1-12 

 
1st Sunday of Lent, 21st February 

 

• Mark chapter 1: 9-15 

• Psalm 25 

• Genesis chapter 9: verses 8-17 

• 1 Peter chapter 3: 18-22 

 
2nd Sunday of Lent, 28th February 
 

• Mark chapter 8: verses 31-38 

• Psalm 22 

• Genesis chapter 17: 1-16 

3rd Sunday of Lent, 7th March 
 

• John chapter 2: verses 13-22 

• Psalm 19 

• Exodus 20: 1-17 
• 1 Corinthians chapter 1: verses 18-25 

 
Mothering Sunday (Lent 4), 14th March 
 

• John chapter 3: verses 1-21 

• or John 19: 25-27 

• Psalm 107, or Psalm 34, or Psalm 127 

• Ephesians chapter 2: 1-10 

• or Colossians chapter 3: 12-17 
 

Additional Prayers (from Methodist Worship Book) 
 

Lord God, 
whose glory shines upon us 
in the face of Jesus Christ, 
and whose nature is made known to us 
in the mystery of the cross: 
number us, we pray,  
among his faithful followers 
for whom nothing matters  
but the doing of your will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Almighty and merciful God, 
you hate nothing that you have made, 
and forgive the sins of all who are penitent. 
Create in us new and contrite hearts, 
so that when we turn to you  
and confess our sins 
we may receive your full and perfect 
forgiveness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

God of compassion, 
whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, 
shared the life of a home in Nazareth: 
strengthen us each day, 
that in joy and sorrow 
we may know your presence; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Times when we might all like to pause 
(wherever we are) to pray together: 
Sundays at 10.30am – 11.00am 
Sundays at 5.00pm – 5.30pm 
Fridays at 12noon – 12.30pm 
 

Know that others are praying with you as 
you pray at these times.  And, with Christ, 
we are never alone. 
 

If you have access to the internet, 
please visit our website for other resources: 
www.harboroughmethodistcircuit.org.uk 


